Holm sold company
in 1979, remained
manager

By MaTTHEW WEAVER
Herald staff writer

MOSES LAKE — A
long-standing Moses Lake
business is now under new
management.

Nick Tommer, owner of
Tommer Construction in
Ephrata, purchased Moses
Lake Iron and Metal July 1.

“I probably started fre-
quenting Moses Lake Iron
and Metal in the early 1970s,
purchased items and bought
scrap,” Tommer recalled,
explaining that that’s a by-
product of the construction
business. Although they
haven’t been in the retail or
marketing side of the scrap
business, it’s something that
his family has been doing for
40 years already, he said.

Tommer said no changes
are planned for Moses Lake
Iron and Metal, which pres-
ently employs a range of four
to eight people, although
he said that some of the
equipment will probably be
upgraded and the company
will provide a more broad
service to the farmering,
processing and industrial
fields that generate scrap.
The number of employees
should not change, he said.

“It’s been here since
1953,” Tommer said.
“That’s 52 years, and cer-
tainly there’s a need. It’s
also a recycling point for
aluminum cans, anything

that’s household that’s alu-
minum or stainless steel.
People bring it in in bags,
boxes and turn around and
exchange it for green dol-
lars, which ultimately might
be grocery money or week-
end party money.”

The business recycles
scrap metal that is no longer
able to be used.

“It might be a wheel
line that’s 30 years old and
becomes useless, so a farm-
er may bring it in here, sell
it to us,” Tommer explained.
“We will cut it into lengths
and size and then we will
turn around and ship it, by
either rail or truck, and it
will be sent to. Seattle or
somewhere, to a process-
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Norman Estoos, Monte Holm and Nick Tommer stand outside Holm's favorite
part of his museum yard, the old sheepwagon in which he used to live, Monday
afternoon. Tommer purchased Moses Lake Iron and Metal from Estoos, who pur-
chased it in 1979 from Holm.

ing plant. They will melt it
down and make new iron
and aluminum out of the
old.”

Tommer said he has been
pursuing the purchase of
Moses Lake Iron and Metal
for five years.

“It's just something that
I’ve been inspired to want to
do,” he said. “It seems like
something that will be fun.”

Tommer said that the
scrap market price is up
right now.

“Everything that we as
consumers purchase is up,”
he said, offering that cars
and machinery cost more
money today, a by-product
of the price of steel going
up. “When the steel price

goes up, then everything
else goes up, and they go
hand-in-hand.”

Tommer’s father Larry
started Tommer Construction
in 1959. Tommer and his
wife Donna purchased it in
1987.

Tommer purchased
Moses Lake Iron and Metal
from Norman Estoos, who
purchased it from founder
Monte Holm in 1979. Estoos
sold the company because
he is looking to retire.

“I’ve been at this game
since I was 17 years old,” he
said. “It’s been 47 years, and
that’s a long time.”
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